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SW Trails PDX 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
September 19, 2019 
 
The Watershed Building in Hillsdale 
6388 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland OR 97239 
 
 
Attendance: Doug Rogers, Don Baack, Dave Manville, Lee Buhler, Barbara Stedman, Brian Brady, 
Jason Bergstrom, Debbie Small, Hans Steuch, Barbara Bowers, Robert Chow, Dennis Brown 
 
Doug called to order at 7:02 pm 
 
Agenda: After introductions Lee made a motion to approve the agenda.  Dave seconded the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Doug explained we were meeting a week earlier than normal because there is an event on racism at our 
regularly scheduled meeting time and some board members would like to also attend that other event. 
 
Minutes: Don made a motion to approve the August 22, 2019 minutes. Debbie seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Upcoming Community Events:  Sept. 25th 8:30am: SW Trails walk with Mult. County Comm. 
Sharon Meieran, meet at Hillsdale Food Carts. Sept. 25th 11:00am: City Council hearing on 
authorization to replace Tryon Creek culvert at Boones Ferry Rd. Sept. 25th 2:00pm: City Council 
hearing on S.W. in Motion (SWIM). Sept. 26 6:00pm at MAC: Wilson Community conversation about 
racism. 
 
Next month’s SW Trails Hike announcement: Oct 12 Dave will lead, 5.8 miles planned, from 
Wilson HS to Willamette River and back partly on Urban Trails 3, 4 & 6. Nov 9: Greg Thiel has 
offered to lead. Future: Dave would like to lead a hike to show the new bridges in Foley-Balmer 
Natural Area and Marshall Park. 
 
Stroll and Coffee hike: This month’s is named “Explore East Hillsdale”; it’s on Sept. 21. Details on 
SWTrails website. 
 
Next month’s Work Party: Is on Oct 3 on Council Crest. About 10 steps from the Trolley Trail up to 
the circular top road (SW corner) to be replaced. 
 
Finance Committee: Nothing to report 
 
Treasury report: Lee, our new treasurer, offered his first report, based upon Quickbooks data, as the 
previous treasurer’s work in Excel was transferred by Lee to Quickbooks. The data entry and 
categorization has been done for 2019, previous years are pending. We have $26,911.85 in the bank. 
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Membership:  Barbara said we have 66 members, ? donors and ? sponsors. Sign up at Multnomah 
Days was significant. 
 
There was discussion of the workflow and follow-up that accompanies handling of members from sign-
up of new members (whether by electronic means or paper), membership renewal, SWTrails handling 
of contact information and SWTrails follow up with members, including maintenance of the mail 
chimp list. Don moved that the president appoint Debbie, Barbara, Dave and Lee as the out reach 
committee. Debbie seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Social Media: Almost 600 followers on facebook, not nearly as strong on Twitter 
 
Website: Britta continues to work on board member biographies and will present some versions soon 
for consideration. Debbie would like to also receive notice of postings, like Barbara S. does. Don and 
Dave will work on archiving of Don’s email; this is not a responsibility of the webmaster. 
 
Dave pointed out that the SWTrails logo is missing from the website. Calendar also? Why is there 
empty space below the homepage header revolving photo? 
 
Doug said Brian was willing to be a board member; to be voted on next month. 
 
SWTrails Inventory: Barbara said Don and Hans still need to report to her. Don said we are low on 
Red Electric Trail brochures. Hans has many and will report exact amount later. 
 
GIS Mapping: Brian displayed a chart with the daily number of view’s of the SWTrails/maps/arcgis 
website. He displayed a map and google spreadsheet highlighting SW Trails accomplishments and 
discussed how it is a work in progress.  He displayed a map and list of crossings that need crosswalks 
according to SWTrails analysis, which has the interest of PBOT. 
 
Advocates Corner:  

• Organizing TESTIMONY on SWIM at City Council hearing Sept. 25, 2 pm. Don and Doug to 
go. Barbara will sent letter. 

• Update on 4T Route along Hwy 26, Ped trail on Red Electric Route on Slavin, Himes Park. Don 
will meet in the field next week with traffic engineer to discuss SWTrails preferred route and 
implications for comp plan. 

• Council Action on Boones Fy Rd Bridge over Tryon Crk on 9/25 10:30. See upcoming 
community events above. 

• Update on discussions with City on Urban Trail Permit Language, Et al.   Debbie said they are 
open to our suggestions. Don said the City is afraid of being sued by ADA advocates. Don said, 
however,  the ADA Community is not interested in offending everyone. Dave said we should 
get indemnification language in the permit and the maintenance could be shared. 
There was discussion of the long term implication for SWTrails of different approaches to 
accomplishing the goal of making the city engage better, take greater responsibility, lead trails 
building and maintenance. Should the approach be incremental, via agreements like the 
stewardship agreement with Parks Bureau, or refusing deals other than the end goal being 
reached? 
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• Red Electric Bridge update: no word from PBOT on status of Bridge between Capitol Hwy and 
Bertha Blvd. 

Don said he has a meeting with a traffic engineer and will ask about any progress on the Red Electric 
Bridge. He also has a meeting with people involved with the Southwest Corridor Plan 
 
Don said he talked with mayor Wheeler about the possibility of putting the tool library at the Sears 
Armory. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  8:27pm 
 
Submitted by 
 
Lee Buhler & Hans Steuch 
 
 
Next meeting Thursday October 24th 


