
SW Trails PDX 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 
October 24, 2019 
 
The Watershed Building in Hillsdale 
6388 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland OR 97239 
 
 
Attendance: Doug Rogers, Don Baack, Lee Buhler, Brian Brady, Jason Bergstrom, Debbie Small, Hans Steuch, Robert 
Chow, Britta Gordon, Susie Blount, Eric Wilhelm 
 
Doug called to order at 7:04pm 
 
Agenda: After introductions Don made a motion to approve the agenda. Lee seconded the motion and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
. 
Minutes:Don made a motion to approve the September 19, 2019 minutes. Debbie seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Upcoming Events: Doug said Metro’s Quarterly Trails Forum will be Wednesday October 30th 1-3:15pm.  Don said 
there may be a SWIM meeting on the 27th of November.  Don said the the Grand Opening of the Barbara Walker 
bridge will be on Sunday October 27th.   
 
Next month’s SW Trails Hike announcement: Greg Thiel will lead the November hike. We need someone to lead the 
December hike.   
 
Stroll and Coffee hike: Lee will lead the November Stroll and Coffee walk.   
 
Next month’s Work Party: Doug said we will finish last months work at Council Crest on November 7. Hans described 
the progress at the October work party.  
 
Treasury report: Lee said we have $27,280 in the bank.  We have had income of $5,186 and expenses of $3,390 year-to-
date. 
 
Membership: Debbie displayed the membership report. We have 66 members, 20 donors and 16 sponsors. She said the 
membership system is much more organized. Don said we are a member of the Hillsdale Business Association and they are 
willing to help publicize our events. 
 
Website: Britta will send out email to the board with some draft board member biography pages for the web page for 
review. Britta said she hoped to take us to a new theme that will allow us to do more in the next year. Robert said there 
should be an easy link our Mail Chimp  mailing to go to the SW Trails membership page. 
 
Open Board Position: Doug said Brian volunteered to be a board member. Debbie moved that Brian Brady be 
appointed to Chris Mays board seat.  Hans Seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Outreach Committee: Debbie discussed a grant with America Walks that she would like to apply for.  Don said he would 
be willing to help. Debbie said there was lots of work by the membership committee to make handling memberships easier. 
Debbie said she is working on an email that will be sent to anyone who signs up to be a member. She said we now have a 
QR code and passed it around to the group. She described how it works. 
 
pdxreporter.org: Eric invited people to a bicycle tour on Sunday at 3:00 to discuss biking problems in SW.  Eric talked 
about PDX Reporter. He said it can be used to report road problems. He displayed the website.  There are several categories 
to report problems.  You can upload photos show the problem.  The reports are sent to the appropriate bureau at the City. A 
tracking number is supplied with each report. 
 
GIS Mapping: Brian talked about the Red Electric Trail.  Don gave a history of the project. Brian displayed the route of 
the Red Electric Trail.  He broke it down to six segments. Each segment had a description of issues on the trail. He said 



83% of the trail is in place. He said 6% of the trail is an undeveloped demand trail. He said 11% of the trail does not exist. 
Don said he did a walk around with representatives of TriMet to look at the Slavin Road segment.  Brian said the details 
are at: https://swtrails.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html 
 
Advocates Corner: Don said SWIM testimony will be at City Council sometime in November. Don said they have put 
together a grant for the Boones Ferry crossing. Don described the SW Corridor project. Don said he met with the traffic 
engineer on the Red Electric bridge about ways to make the west end better. Eric said several of the bike bollards have been 
knocked down.  
 
Don talked about the possibility of rejoining Southwest Neighbors Inc. He described how SW Trails was started 
independently of SWNI, then joined SWNI for a few years and then left SWNI about 2011.  He had prepared a handout 
describing the pros and cons of re-joining SWNI. Doug talked about the issues at SWNI and the City’s desire to change the 
neighborhood association system. Hans said this process should be finished before we consider this. Don said it was 
unlikely that the current proposal before City Council will pass. We will put it on the agenda next month.  Debbie said most 
of the conversations that we have had about SWNI have been negative.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm 
 
Submitted by 
 
Lee Buhler 
 
 
Next meeting Thursday November 21th 


