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SW Trails PDX 
Monthly Meeting Minutes                          ----  DRAFT  ---- 
 
November 21, 2019 
 
The Watershed Building in Hillsdale 
6388 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland OR 97239 
 
 
Attendance: Doug Rogers, Don Baack, Dave Manville, Lee Buhler, Barbara Stedman, Jason Bergstrom, Debbie 
Small, Hans Steuch, Glenn Bridger, Keturah Pennington, Dennis Brown, Anne Jaqua, Doug Kinnaird, Rick 
Kappler, Britta Gordon  
 
Doug called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. After introductions Doug said we need a permanent secretary. 
Hans and Lee volunteered for this meeting. 
 
Lee made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of a discussion of fiscal sponsorship of tool 
library and Thanksgiving walk.   Don seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes: Don made a motion to approve the October 24, 2019 minutes. Debbie seconded the motion and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Upcoming Community Events: Don said there would be a City Council hearing on Dec. 5th at 2:00pm on 
Southwest in Motion (SWIM). He suggested we present climbing lane for bikes and some additional possible 
trails we identified for the Urban Trail system, particularly where the Red Electric Trail crosses Barbur Blvd.   
Debbie motioned that we present our SWIM Concerns to City Council.  Don seconded the motion and the 
motion passed unanimously. Glenn said there will also be a hearing for the Transportation System Plan.  The 
annual Thanksgiving Day morning walk will be held again this year in the Hillsdale area.  
 
Next month’s SW Trails Hike announcement: Dave said Sue and Ben Denora will lead a hike from the 
Barbur Transit center through several parks and will go over two new bridges.  It will be about 5.6 miles.  We 
will meet at Wilson High and car pool to the transit center.  
 
Stroll and Coffee hike: Debbie said the walk will be through Hillsdale on Dec. 21st.  Debbie said there will be a 
presentation November 26th to City Council concerning the future of Portland Parks.  There will be no public 
input but it will be streamed on the internet. 
 
Next month’s Work Party: Dave said the work party will be December 5th at Marshall Park.  There will be a 
lot of sweeping of leaves.  Don said he and Brian Brady and his family did work on a trail at the east end of 
Wilson High School. 
  
Treasury report:  Lee reported good progress with the transition of all historic and present accounting data to 
the Quicken for Business Online platform. The YTD Net Income is $1,984 and the current Total Fund Balance is 
$27,468. 
 
Membership: Debbie said we have 110 members, 20 donors and 17 sponsors.  Doug said Barbara Bowers 
emailed him that she appreciates the new walking signage in Hillsdale. 
 
Social Media: Barbara said we have 578 followers on Facebook. 
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Website: Britta said that Brian Brady was willing to take over the administrative and technical aspects of our 
website. Britta said she will continue to post news, blogs, stories and also continue coordinating hikes. Dave said 
he’ll help Britta find hike leaders. 
 
Scholls Ferry Road:  Doug and Rick discussed the Multnomah County roads capital improvement plan on 
Scholls Ferry. Rick asked people to give input on the web survey.  He said the area is dangerous and needs 
sidewalks and handed out a draft letter listing concerns.  Don moved to write a letter to Multnomah County 
Commissioners to support the projects. Dave seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Outreach: Debbie said the new membership form is on the web.  We have a Quick Response (QR) code that 
links to the form. Dave said the QR code was used on the last hike and we got eleven new sign-ups. Debbie said 
Don suggested a generic SW Trails business card to give out to new people who are interested.  Debbie made a 
motion to print the business cards.  Don seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Advocacy Committee:  Debbie said she and Don were talking and decided it might be good to have an 
Advocacy Committee.  Dave displayed our list of projects and pointed out that most of them involve an 
advocacy element. Don said it was good to have elected officials know other neighborhood people and their 
concerns for our area. It was agreed to continue discussing the possible formation of an advocacy committee. 
 
Tool Library: Glenn said he’s been talking more with Jason about the tool library, specifically about SWTrails 
becoming a fiscal sponsor. Jason described a tool library; there are tool libraries in other parts of town but not in 
southwest.  He said the big challenge is finding a location.  Dave reminded that we already started a Project 
Progress Checklist, with a March 28, 2019, board approval of the tool library application; this application 
describes, on line 10, SWTrails role in the project as “Fiscal Sponsor plus?”. The consensus was to move 
forward with the project. 
 
Advocates Corner:  
 
Don moved to appoint a committee including Glenn, Debbie and himself to track proposed City code 
(3.96) changes to the neighborhood association system at the City’s Office of Civic Life and our 
relationship with SWNI.  Lee seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Don explained the intent was to see if there would not be an opportunity for SWTrails to influence this process 
in a positive manner, particularly with regard to the City’s support role for community service organizations 
such as SWTrails. 
 
Don discussed the SWIM final draft plan that will be voted on Dec. 5th at City Council. He asked for people to 
testify. 
 
Glenn said he and Brian testified at the Planning and Sustainability Commission on the PBOT Urban Trails 
developments.  He said they emphasized that the best alternative for the east end of the Red Electric Trail should 
go along the Slavin Road route. Doug pointed out that a major objective of the Red Electric was to create a bike 
route across SW Portland and the current Iowa Street route is too steep and away from a direct route.  
 
Don said he has been on a committee to discuss future replacement plans for Wilson High School. They would 
like to keep the pool where it is but build around it. Several trail routes go through the school’s campus.  He said 
if people have other suggestions to contact him. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Buhler and Hans Steuch 
 


