
	

	

SW	Trails	PDX	
Monthly	Meeting	MINUTES																														---	DRAFT	---	
December	19th,	2019	
	
The	Watershed	Building	in	Hillsdale	
6388	SW	Capitol	Highway	
Portland,	Oregon	97239	
	
Attendance:		Doug	Rogers,	Deb	Small,	Don	Baack,	Barbara	Stedman,	Barbara	Bowers,	Glenn	Bridger,	
Brian	Brady,	Rita	(guest)		(4	Board	members	were	absent)	
	
Doug	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	7:00	pm.		After	Introductions	Doug	asked	for	a	volunteer	to	be	our	
Secretary	for	the	meeting	and	take	notes	for	our	Minutes.		Deb	said	she	could	do	that.			
	
Don	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	meeting	Agenda,	Glenn	seconded,	and	the	motion	was	passed.		
	
Minutes:		After	a	review	and	discussion	of	the	Nov.	21st	meeting	Minutes	Don	moved	that	we	table	
these	Minutes	until	correct	information	is	available	at	our	Jan.	meeting,	Glenn	seconded	motion,	and	
it	was	passed.		
	
Upcoming	Community	Events:		Testimony	on	the	City’s	Transportation	System	Plan	on	Jan.	21st,	2:00	
pm,	at	City	Hall	Council	Chambers	(our	last	recommendations	were	not	accepted	so	will	be	presented	
again	to	Council)		&		Metro	Quarterly	Trails	Forum	on	Jan.	27th,	1—3:15pm,	at	Metro.		
Glenn	said	our	Thanksgiving	Day	walk	was	another	big	success	with	over	50	walkers	–	and	lots	of	sun!	
	
Next	month’s	SW	Trails	Hike	announcement:		On	Jan.	11th	Rick	Kappler	will	lead	our	walk	and	we’ll	
explore	the	Bridlemile,	SW	Hills	Residential	League,	West	Slope,	and	Raleighwood	neighborhoods.		Don	
has	invited	the	Director	of	City	Parks	to	join	us.			
	
Next	month’s	Stroll	&	Coffee	Hike	announcement:		On	Jan.	18th	Deb	will	lead	our	walk	and	we’ll	explore	
the	southern	Hillsdale	neighborhood,	walk	to	Custer	Park,	take	the	Raz-Baack	Crossing,	and	return	to	
Wilson	High	School.		
	
Next	month’s	work	party:		none	in	January.	
	
Treasurer’s	report:		In	the	absence	of	our	Treasurer,	Lee,	Doug	shared	with	us	our	11-30-19	Umpqua	
Bank	balance	--	$27,502.39.		On	Dec.	9th	Lee	said	we	had	$223	in	donations	coming	in	so	far	for	Dec.,	so	
things	were	looking	O.K.	
	
Membership	report:		On	Dec.	7th	Barbara	Bowers	(with	Deb’s	help)	sent	out	our	very	nice,	very	
professional,	annual	“End	of	the	Year	Membership/Donation”	letter	to	everyone	on	our	MailChimp	list.		
Barbara	also	made	a	motion	that	SW	Trails	write	a	letter	to	the	City	thanking	them	for	the	increased	
street	signage	promoting	pedestrian	safety	in	the	Hillsdale	area;	Don	seconded,	and	the	motion	was	
passed.		Barbara	Bowers	will	prepare	a	draft	letter	for	Doug	to	send	to	PBOT.	



	
Social	media	report:	Barbara	Stedman	said	we	have	582	followers	on	Facebook.		A	“Giving	Tuesday”	
donation	notice	was	posted	for	SW	Trails	in	early	December.	
	
Website	report:		Brian	described	his	many	activities	reviewing	all	of	our	dropdown	tabs	on	our	website	
and	will	be	proposing	revisions	to	make	it	more	informative	and	interesting	to	look	at.		Britta	is	still	
helping	post	various	updates,	but	Brain	will	do	the	overall	revisions	now.		After	some	discussion	of	a	new	
need,	Deb	made	a	motion	that	up	to	$150	per	year	be	used	from	the	4T	Trail	budget	for	ArcMap	
mapping	software,	Don	seconded,	and	the	motion	was	passed.				
	
PBOT	update	on	our	Red	Electric	Bridge:		Nicole	Pierce	notified	us	at	the	end	of	November	that	PBOT	is	
beginning	a	redesign	process	in	early	2020	for	a	revised	plan	for	our	Red	Electric	Bridge	between	SW	
Capitol	Hwy.	and	SW	Bertha	Blvd.		Their	previous	plan’s	budget	was	too	low	for	its	design	a	year	ago,	so	
after	it	went	out	for	bids	PBOT	couldn’t	find	a	contractor	willing	to	take	it	on.		We’ve	worked	on	this	
important	project	for	our	community	for	many	years	now	–	so	it’s	back	to	the	drawing	boards!	
	
Advocacy	Committee	ideas:		Due	to	a	shortage	of	time	and	members	present	it	was	decided	to	move	
this	discussion	to	next	month’s	meeting.		
	
Update	on	our	GIS	trail	mapping	project:		Brian	continues	to	refine	our	on-line	maps	for	all	the	urban	
trails	in	our	SW	community;	he’s	also	preparing	special	maps	to	support	our	many	discussions	with	PBOT	
and	Metro	staff.		He	gave	us	another	demonstration	of	some	of	his	recent	map	work.			
	
Advocate’s	Corner:		Don	reviewed	the	planning	progress	for	the	Hillsdale	to	Lake	Oswego	trail	(#6)	over	
the	Oregon	state	parks	land	near	Tryon	Creek.		We	discussed	the	SW	Trails	testimony	at	City	Council	on	
Dec.	5th	for	the	SW	in	Motion	Final	Draft	proposal	presented	to	the	Council	for	adoption;	a	chart	
showing	SW	Portland	only	has	sidewalks	on	25%	of	its	streets	was	very	effective	in	showing	our	unmet	
needs.		The	upcoming	revisions	in	the	City’s	Transportation	System	Plan	for	the	Red	Electric	Trail	was	
reviewed	in	preparation	for	a	meeting	in	January.		Don	and	Hans	are	in	discussions	with	City	Parks	about	
the	cost	of	signs	needed	for	trails	across	Gabriel	Park	and	who	should	pay	for	them	(50+	signs	are	
needed	overall,	with	38	needed	just	in	Gabriel).		The	future	planning	for	re-building	of	Wilson	High	
School	was	reviewed	with	a	focus	on	how	we	can	maintain	our	existing	open	access	to	the	campus	along	
designated	trail	routes	for	the	surrounding	community.				
	
Other	items:		Since	this	is	a	major	fund-raising	time	of	the	year,	we	had	some	discussion	about	how	we	
could	be	more	deliberate	in	our	own	fund	raising	for	next	year,	and	explore	more	opportunities	to	get	
our	funding	needs	more	visible	to	our	community.	
	
Our	next	meeting	is	Thursday,	Jan.	23rd	at	7:00	pm	at	the	Watershed	Building.			
	
Meeting	was	adjourned	at	08:40	pm	
	
	
These	MINUTES	were	prepared	by	Deb	Small	and	Doug	Rogers.					 	 		
	
	
	


