
 

 

	
	
SW	Trails	PDX	Monthly	Meeting	MINUTES		 	  
February	27,	2020 
	
The	Watershed	Building		
6388	SW	Capitol	Highway	
Portland,	OR	97239 
	
Attendance:	Doug	Rogers,	Dave	Manville,	Don	Baack,	Lee	Buhler,	Brian	Brady,	Glenn	Bridger,	Jason	Bergstrom,	Deb	
Small,	Hans	Steuch,	Britta	Gordon,	Barbara	Bowers,	Barbara	Stedman,	Jake	Grubbs,	Rita	Fox,	Rick	Kappler 
	
Doug	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	7:04	pm	and	proceeded	with	introductions.	 
	
Agenda:	Lee	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	agenda	with	the	addition	of	a	discussion	on	two	new	projects.		Don	
seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	passed	unanimously. 
	
Minutes:	Lee	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	January	23,	2020	minutes.		Don	seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	
passed	unanimously. 
	
Upcoming	Events:	April	23rd	at	6:30-9:00	p.m.	at	MULT.	ARTS	CTR.	–	Candidates	Fair	for	city	council		(now	CANCELLED) 
April	25th	--	Clean	up	at	Wilson	High	School,	north	side	landscaping	
March	19	–	MS4	rules	governing	the	city	stormwater,	revising	federal	permit 
May	9th	--	SWNI	Spring	Cleanup	(sorry	–	now	CANCELLED) 
Glenn	said	there	will	be	a	“Beaver	Festival”	in	September.	He	suggested	people	look	at	the	beaver	dam	on	Fanno	Creek,	
north	side	of	Beaverton-Hillsdale	Highway,	3	blocks	east	of	30th,	and	perhaps	a	stroll	or	walk	to	see	the	dam.	 
	
Next	month’s	SW	Trails	Hike	announcement:	Hans	will	lead	the	March	hike.		It	will	go	down	to	Willamette	Park	and	
back	up	Don	reminded	everyone	with	a	desire	to	lead	a	walk	should	contact	Britta,	she	needs	volunteers.	Don	said	his	
nurse	at	the	VA	went	on	one	of	our	hikes	and	it	meant	a	lot	to	her.	 
	
Stroll	and	Coffee	hike:		On	March	21st	Debbie	will	lead	the	hike.	She	said	the	group	will	do	an	expanded	version	of	the	
Terwilliger	loop,	through	Himes	Park	and	back	up,	approximately	three	miles. 
	
Next	month’s	Work	Party:	Dave	said	there	will	be	a	March	5th	work	party	at	April	Hill	Park	to	fix	up	the	trail	and	spread	
more	gravel. 
	
Treasury	report:		Lee	said	we	have	$28,144	in	the	bank.		In	January,	both	of	our	insurance	policies	were	paid	for	the	
year.	 
	
Membership:		Barbara	said	that	currently	we	have	a	total	of	59	members.	 
Dave	added	that	there	are	1,180	people	on	Mailchimp. 
	
Social	Media:	Barbara	Stedman	reported	that	there	are	600	followers	on	Facebook.	Barbara	said	the	most	views	were	
regarding	bike	lanes	and	the	pedestrian	bicycle	death.	 
	
Website/GIS	Mapping:	Brian	displayed	the	web	page	and	showed	the	changes	he	made.	He	has	added	a	FAQ	page	
(under	“About	Us”).	The	board	members	are	now	on	their	own	page	(also	under	“About	Us”).	Brian	also	did	a	FAQ	for	
the	4T	trail	website. 
	
SW	Trails	Projects:		Dave	displayed	a	list	of	projects.	Don	talked	about	a	proposed	project	to	replace	railroad	tie	stairs	to	



 

 

new,	treated	stairs.	We	would	need	to	get	a	$60-80K	grant	from	the	City	to	do	it.	The	projects	may	take	up	to	two	years,	
or	longer.	Don	said	Mayor	Wheeler	might	be	very	interested	in	it.		Glenn	suggested	naming	it	“2020	Step	Replacement	
Project.”	Don	moved	approval	of	the	project	and	Lee	seconded.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.	Don	talked	about	a	
proposed	grant	request	with	Travel	Portland	for	4T	brochure,	asking	for	$25,000.	Debbie	made	a	motion	and	Barbara	
Bowers	seconded	the	motion.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.	Dave	pointed	out	that	non-trail	projects	do	not	fit	our	
project	checklist.	He	came	up	with	a	short	form	for	those	projects,	which	will	be	discussed	at	the	March	meeting.	There	
was	some	discussion	about	project	forms	and	folders	which	will	continue	at	the	next	meeting. 
	
PBOT	Meeting	with	SW	Trails:	Glenn	said	several	people	from	SW	Trails	met	with	PBOT	staff	on	February	25th.	It	was	a	
good	meeting	and	they	now	have	an	agreement	on	the	language	for	regular	project	permits.	There	will	probably	be	
more	meetings.	Dave	said	he	got	a	permit	for	a	trail	in	his	neighborhood. 
	
Advocacy	Committee:	Don	said	the	Twombly	trail	permit	is	getting	close	to	approval.	Information	has	gone	out	to	
neighbors	for	the	25th	and	Seymour	steps.	Neighbors	have	collected	money	for	the	project.	Debbie	said	the	Metro	grant	
for	the	Stephens	Creek	crossing	has	been	submitted	but,	Don	said	there	may	not	be	enough	diversity	for	it	to	happen.	
Dave	displayed	a	map	of	the	area.	Don	said	we	have	asked	for	a	permit	to	make	the	stairs	at	19th	and	Fairmont	less	
steep.		Don	said	construction	on	the	bridge	at	SW	Boones	Ferry	will	start	soon.	Don	met	with	the	Parks	director	and	they	
walked	parts	of	the	Red	Electric	trail,	it	was	a	good	meeting.	Rick	said	he	got	permission	from	Multnomah	County	to	do	
“adopt	a	road”	for	cleanup	on	a	section	of	upper	Schools	Ferry	and	wanted	to	know	if	we	wanted	to	have	it	listed	on	the	
sign	as	a	“SW	Trails.”	He	will	bring	it	up	at	the	next	meeting. 
	
Dave	moved	to	adjourn	the	board	meeting	and	open	the	Annual	meeting.	The	motion	passed	unanimously. 
	
ANNUAL	MEETING 
	
Nominations	for	2-Year	Board	Positions:	Glenn	announced	the	nominations	for	six	open	board	positions:	Don	Baack,	
Doug	Rogers,	Barbara	Bowers,	Dave	Manville,	Rita	Fox.	Dave	made	a	motion	to	adopt	candidates	as	announced.	Deb	
seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	passed	unanimously. 
	
2020	Membership	Dues:	Don	moved	to	keep	our	dues	at	$10.	Barbara	Stedman	seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	
passed	unanimously. 
	
Ratification	of	2020	Budget:		Don	moved	for	approval	of	the	budget.	Deb	seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	passed	
unanimously. 
	
Election	of	Officers	to	Board	for	2020:		Glenn	said	the	nominations	for	officer	are:	President:	Doug	Roger,	Vice	
President:	Debbie	Small,	Secretary:	Rita	Fox,	and	Treasurer:	Lee	Buhler.	Don	moved	for	the	unanimous	election	of	
officers.	Hans	seconded	the	motion	and	the	motion	passed	unanimously. 
	
Dave	moved	to	close	the	annual	meeting	and	reopen	the	board	meeting.		Debbie	seconded	the	motion	and	the	
motion	passed	unanimously. 
	
Deb	asked	about	the	progress	of	the	Red	Electric	Bridge.	Don	said	it	is	supposed	to	go	out	to	bid	in	the	next	six	months	
to	a	year. 
	
The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	8:37	p.m.	 
	
Next	meeting	is	on	Thursday,	March	26,	at	7:00	p.m.	at	the	Watershed	Building. 
	
These	minutes	were	prepared	by	Rita	Fox	and	Lee	Buhler. 


