
SWTrails	PDX 
Monthly	Meeting	Minutes										
	
July	23,	2020 
	
Attendance:	Doug	Rogers,	Dave	Manville,	Don	Baack,	Lee	Buhler,	Brian	Brady,	Debbie	Small,	Hans	
Steuch,	Barbara	Stedman,	Jason	Bergstrom,	Bill	Gallagher,	Barbara	Bowers 
 
Guests:		Laura	Campos,	Neal					 
	
Doug	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	7:01	pm		(Via	Zoom	video	conference.) 
	
Doug	welcomed	everyone	and	had	introductions. 
	
Agenda:		Debbie	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	agenda	and	Don	seconded	it.	The	motion	passed	
unanimously. 
	
Minutes:		Dave	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	May	28,	2020	minutes	as	presented.		Debbie	
seconded	the	motion	and	there	were	no	objections. 
	
Upcoming	Community	Events:		All	in-person	events	are	canceled	due	to	state	coronavirus	pandemic	
shutdown.		There	may	be	other	ways	to	get	involved	with	the	Beaver	Festival	or	Multnomah	Days. 
	
Treasurer’s	Report:		Lee	displayed	the	Monthly	and	Year-to-Date	financial	reports	as	well	as	the	June	
30,	2020,		bank	statement. 
 
Don	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	Treasurer’s	Report,	Debbie	seconded	it	and	there	were	no	
objections.	 
	
Membership:		Barbara	Bowers	reported	that	we	have	74	total	dues	paying	members	for	2020. 
	
Social	Media:		Barbara	Stedman	reported	that	there	are	632	people	following	SWTrails	PDX	on	
Facebook.			People	like	the	trail	posts	and	pictures.	She	asked	people	to	send	pictures.		Don	said	the	
crosswalk	at	Macadam	and	Taylors	Ferry	had	been	stripped.			 
 
Publicity	Articles:		Bill	said	he	did	an	article	on	the	self-led	hikes	and	sent	to	the	SW	Connection	and	
SWNI	News.		Hillsdale	News	published	it	and	it	is	on	their	website.	Dave	displayed	the	article	and	the	
pictures.	Bill	encouraged	people	to	send	the	link	to	the	article	to	their	friends.	Bill	encouraged	people	
to	send	him	article	ideas.	We	discussed	the	possibility	of	an	article	on	congestion	pricing	on	I-5	and	
the	impact	on	neighborhoods	mitigation.	Bill	suggested	an	article	on	pedestrian	improvements	on	the	
$4	billion	Metro	transportation	ballot	measure. 
	
Self-Led	Hikes:		Brian	displayed	a	list	of	the	self-led	hikes.		There	are	19	hikes	and	there	has	been	
good	feedback.	Brian	said	he	hoped	to	get	up	to	25	hikes.	Dave	displayed	a	route	that	goes	from	the	
river	up	the	Seymour	steps	we	built	and	through	the	Marquam	Natural	Area	and	back	to	the	river.		



Brian	made	a	new	web	page	for	the	hikes	and	displayed	it;	we	scanned	several	of	the	pages.		Brian	
said	hikes	9	and	17	go	through	areas	with	homeless	people	camping.		Don	pointed	out	that	there	are	
homeless	on	other	routes	and	it	is	all	over	now.		We	will	put	an	advisory	note	on	the	web	page	urging	
hikers	to	pay	attention,	be	respectful	and	use	their	common	sense.	 
 
West	Willamette	Restoration	Partnership:	Brian	said	there	was	a	meeting	of	SW	Trails	members	to	
discuss	joining	this	project.		He,	Debbie,	Dave	and	Bill	attended.		He	said	there	were	pros	and	cons	of	
SW	Trails	joining.		He	said	there	is	no	loss	of	autonomy,	that	there	were	possible	grant	funds	available,	
and	that	there	would	be	exposure	to	other	groups	and	publicity.		There	would	be	meetings	that	
someone	from	our	group	would	have	to	attend.		Debbie	said	she	got	the	feeling	they	would	also	
expect	us	to	donate.	There	will	be	a	follow-up	zoom	meeting	on	August	6th	with	a	representative	of	
this	group.		There	are	other	questions,	such	as	an	exit	strategy	if	we	later	decide	to	discontinue	being	
members,	whether	or	not	they	are	501c3	non-profit,	and	any	financial	commitments	for	us.	Dave	
pointed	out	that	many	people	in	SW	live	in	the	Fanno	Creek	watershed,	to	the	west	of	this	group’s	
focus.	Doug	suggested	people	take	a	look	at	their	web	page.		Don	said	we	could	allow	a	solicitation	to	
our	email	list	and	that	might	be	considered	our	financial	contribution.	Brian	said	he	hoped	to	have	
questions	answered	enough	at	our	August	meeting	for	us	to	take	a	vote	about	joining.	Don	suggested	
asking	about	their	insurance	and	their	schedule	of	trail	construction. 
	
SWTrails	PDX	projects	status	report:	Dave	said	we	need	to	do	brushing	on	some	trail	locations	near	
SW	45th.		He	said	we	can	stay	socially	distanced	and	be	safe.		He	said	we	also	have	stored	grindings	
that	should	be	distributed.	He	said	the	Parks	Dept.	has	not	re-instituted	our	work	parties	with	them	
yet,	but	that	they	hope	to	do	so	in	August	or	September.	Don	said	he,	Gaile,	and	Lee	worked	on	the	
SW	Trails	native	plant	garden	on	the	Wilson	High	School	grounds.			 
	
Advocacy	Corner	Updates:		Don	said	his	walk	with	state	Senator	Wagner	went	very	well	and	he	will	
be	a	good	advocate	for	trails.	Don	said	he	would	like	to	invite	other	elected	people	on	walks.	He	also	
suggested	Zoom	meetings	with	elected	officials	and	people	running	for	office.	 
	
Tryon	Creek	State	Park	to	Marshall	Park	trail	planning	progress:		Don	said	construction	would	start	in	
January	or	February.		Don	emphasized	to	Senator	Wagner	that	we	want	things	to	move	along	as	
planned;	Don	said	he	thought	we	are	still	a	key	player	on	the	project.		Dave	said	he	would	like	to	write	
a	letter	to	BES	including	some	suggestions	for	the	connection	to	Marshall	Park.		
A	flashing	beacon	on	SW	45th	for	the	crosswalk	at	the	Multnomah	Presbyterian	church:		Don	said	he	
hoped	PBOT	would	add	this	safety	feature	to	this	crosswalk	because	this	is	a	hazardous	location	with	
cars	traveling	too	fast	down	the	hill	from	Multnomah	Blvd.		 
	
Also:			
Dave	said	he	has	updated	the	grants	folder	on	the	SW	Trails	OneDrive	and	displayed	it	for	the	
meeting.	 
	
Don	said	we	may	or	may	not	get	the	SWNI	grant	we	asked	for.		He	also	described	the	issues	SWNI	is	
now	having	with	the	City;	this	is	holding	up	their	City	funding	for	the	coming	budget	year. 
	
The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	8:32pm							(Our	next	scheduled	meeting	is	Thursday,	Aug.	27th.) 
	



Minutes	Submitted	by	Lee	Buhler		(for	our	absent	Secretary,	Rita	Fox)																											 


