November 10, 2020
Alan Thompson
Oregon Department of Transportation
355 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97301
Dear Mr. Thompson

Metro is pleased to offer our support for the SWTrails grant request to the 2021 Oregon
Community Paths program to complete the Hillsdale to Lake Oswego Regional Trail. This trail
will connect two important Metro-designated town centers, Hillsdale and Lake Oswego. When
completed, this trail will provide people living in the southern part of southwest Portland a safe
route to walk to Lake Oswego, Hillsdale and to transit on OR-99W. It will also provide a
beautiful walking route.

This trail was conceived in 1998 by SWTrails, a community group that advocates for better
walking routes for transportation. Their effort led to the trail being added to Metro’s Regional
Trails System Plan Map in 2004. They have been the primary advocate for the multiple grants
Metro has made in support of the creation of the trail including $600,000 to fund the
incremental cost of a new vehicular bridge over Tryon Creek which provides a safe gradeseparated crossing for pedestrians. They were also instrumental in obtaining two additional
Metro grants to build new segments of the trail from the bridge to existing trails in Marshall
Park.

SWTrails has demonstrated their ability to manage difficult projects as evidenced by their
creation of the 4T Trail, which included securing funding, designing and implementing the trail
while working with nine different governmental organizations. In an effort to improve the
livability of southwest Portland, where only about 20% of the streets have sidewalks, they have
installed over 600 steps and built long stretches of trail throughout the community to allow
residents to walk on low traffic rights-of-way and park trails.
We look forward to seeing this project completed and are grateful to the staff at ODOT for their
consideration.
Sincerely,
Jon Blasher
Director, Metro Parks and Nature

