OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE
November 13, 2020
Alan Thompson
Oregon Department of Transportation
355 Capitol St NE
Salem, OR 97301
Re: Oregon Community Paths Program
We are pleased to offer our support for SW Trails PDX grant request for the 2021 ODOT Oregon
Community Paths program. We believe the completion of the Hillsdale to Lake Oswego Regional
Pedestrian Trail will offer numerous economic and recreational benefits to residents of Southwest
Portland and Lake Oswego.
The one pedestrian route that connects Hillsdale and Lake Oswego has two key problems in its current
state: 1) it’s inaccessible for many residents; and 2) three uncompleted segments of the trail are on high
traffic streets with no sidewalks, which puts walkers at risk. This makes it difficult and unsafe for walkers
in the southern part of Southwest Portland to access the shopping, transit, and recreational opportunities
that both of these Metro designated Town Centers have to offer. SW Trails PDX has prepared a detailed
GIS map of the entire Hillsdale to Lake Oswego Regional Pedestrian Trail, which can be viewed at this
link: https://arcg.is/0baj08.
These are the only three missing links preventing a safe pedestrian trail that connects Hillsdale and Lake
Oswego. If SW Trails PDX is awarded this grant, it could begin building these sections by the summer of
2021. We are proud of the work that this group has poured into this project since 1999 and believe that it
is time to get this project over the finish line. We look forward to working with stakeholders to multiply
the benefits of an enhanced trail system that will connect six SW Portland neighborhoods and Lake
Oswego.
With over two decades of experience working with our local communities and detailed plans for
completing this project, we are confident that SW Trails PDX will efficiently and effectively use this
grant support. We are delighted to strongly support their grant request and are thankful for ODOT’s
careful consideration of this keystone community investment.
Sincerely,

Majority Leader Rob Wagner
Oregon Senate District 19

Representative Andrea Salinas
Oregon House District 38

