
 

SWTrails PDX 
Monthly Meeting MINUTES    
August 27, 2020 

 
Attendance: Doug Rogers, Dave Manville, Don Baack, Lee Buhler, Brian Brady, Debbie Small, Hans 
Steuch, Barbara Stedman, Jason Bergstrom, Bill Gallager, Barbara Bowers, Glenn Bridger, Don 
Bachman, Katurah Pennington, Rita Fox.  
 
Doug called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm (Via Zoom video conference.)  Doug then welcomed 
everyone and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
Agenda:  Doug noted that we have a special guest joining us at 7:30 pm, so we would be interrupting 
our planned Agenda then; also we had another guest later on the Agenda – Laura Campos – but she 
couldn’t be with us tonight.  Lee made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of a 
discussion of recent PBOT changes; Debbie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes:  Don made a motion to approve the July 23, 2020 minutes as presented. Debbie seconded 
the motion and there were no objections; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Upcoming Community Events: Debbie said there was a series of town hall meetings for the City’s TSP 
Plan.  Debbie displayed the dates.  Debbie said she and Don talked to the City about having a Zoom 
meeting with PBOT and SW Trails. There was interest in having it; Debbie said she would work on 
setting it up.  Don said there are some designated bike routes that should be marked for pedestrians 
as well as bikes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Lee displayed the monthly and Year-to-Date financial reports as well as the July 
31st bank statement. At this point in time we’re doing about the same as we did in 2019.  
 
Membership: Barbara Bowers reported that we now have a total of 76 formal members for 2020. 
 
Social Media: Barbara Stedman reported that there are 675 people following SWTrails PDX on 
Facebook, 61 followers on Instagram, and 55 on Twitter.  
 
Self-Led Hikes: Brian displayed the list of web views people have made on our new self-led hikes; 
there have been a total of 1822. He pointed out that SW Trails PDX has more hits than the City website 
when it comes to people looking for information on hiking in SW Portland.  Brian has reached his goal 
of mapping 25 hikes. From now on he plans on adding another one each month.  
 

Advocates Corner:  Don introduced our special guest, Mingus Mapps, candidate for Portland City 
Council.  Mr. Mapps discussed his background and his many goals.  He vowed to work with SWTrails 
PDX and the City bureau staff to help communications across bureaus. He said he understands how 
difficult it is at times to coordinate and communicate regarding permits and other needed changes. 
There were discussions between Mr. Mapps and Board members on issues of concern. Mr. Mapps 
ended the conversation by saying he wants to work with and empower neighborhood associations 
and community groups.   



 

West Willamette Restoration Partnership:  Brian reviewed our discussion from our last meeting about 
us joining together with this local nonprofit, how he had consulted with their staff and examined the 
pros and cons of our being involved with their community efforts – and he was impressed.  Board 
discussion followed.  Brian then made a motion for SWTrails PDX to join the West Willamette 
Restoration Project. Debbie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Don said we 
should have a position on their board, Dave suggested discussing it later. Brian would be our 
representative to this group, and Don offered to be the alternate.  
 

Oregon Walks: Brian contacted Oregon Walks and they will include five of our hikes to be highlighted 
in their STEPtember walking project (an area-wide community walking program).  
 
SW Trails Projects: Dave said Portland Parks is willing to resume their work parties with volunteers 
and planned to do a September work party. He said they will re-institute the stewardship agreement, 
but there will be new conditions to insure everyone’s safety from COVID19. 
 
New Member Outreach Follow-up: Dave talked about the idea of having people “adopt” a portion of 
a trail for maintenance, allowing people to do some volunteer hours for us. It was discussed how this 
could be coordinated and potentially involve many more volunteers.  Debbie liked this “Adopt-a-Trail” 
idea and committed to reach out to people who wanted to volunteer. 
 
Trail #5 Closure through Lewis & Clark Campus: Hans said he got a letter from Lewis and Clark saying 
they are closing our Trail #5 going through the campus during the COVID-19 crisis. He also said 
someone complained that the trail goes across part of the edge of her private property (it’s an old trail 
on the east side of the campus).  The homeowner did not think it was fair that people can walk on 
part of her property, but she cannot walk on Lewis & Clark property.  Some of the property is in the 
City and some is Multnomah County. Dave spoke with PBOT about getting pedestrian easements in 
place. Don made a motion to form a committee to address the issue. The Chair would be Hans and 
the other members would be Brian, Glenn, Don and Dave. Lee seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Last-minute announcements: Don said PBOT’s new crossing of Naito at Whittaker will go to bid this 
fall and will cost about $700,000.  The new Red Electric Trail Bridge (on the west side of Hillsdale) will 
go to bid next year.  The new Boones Ferry Bridge is now about 70 percent complete.  Don said there 
is a segment on Trail #7 that has serious erosion problems and rock retaining walls need to be put in; 
he talked to BES about it and how we can help, letting them know that we’ll provide the labor if they 
provide the materials. Don talked about the serious problems SWNI is having with the City since they 
have refused to fund SWNI’s programs until a financial audit is done for a problem that occurred some 
10 years ago and has already been thoroughly investigated and they thought resolved.  Don asked if 
there was an objection to storing some SWTrails tools at Rick Kappler’s house.  There were no 
objections; Barb only asks that the inventory be kept current as to the items’ location.  Dave said the 
crews have started to remove a house at Marshall Park; there is going to be work done on a connector 
to Taylor’s Ferry. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm.  Our next meeting is 09-24-20.        --  MINUTES by Rita Fox, Secretary 
 


