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SWTrails PDX Board Meeting Minutes  
January 28, 2021 (via Zoom conference call) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Board Attendance:   Don Baack, Barbara Bowers, Brian Brady, Lee Buhler, Bill Gallagher, Dave 

Manville, Doug Rogers, Debbie Small, Hans Steuch, Robin Wendlandt.  

 
Guest Attendance:  Jason Bergstrom, Laura Campos, Scott Kocher, Don McCoy, Emily Pierce. 

 
A quorum was present and the meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Doug Rogers and 
introductions of those present were made.  It was also announced that this meeting is being recorded.   

 
Approval of Agenda: Upon motion made by Dave Manville and seconded by Deb Small, the Board 

unanimously approved the agenda for the meeting.  
 

Approval of Minutes:   Upon motion made by  Dave Manville and seconded by Lee Buhler,  the 

Board unanimously approved the minutes of the December 17, 2020 meeting as presented.   
 
Upcoming Community Events that we should be attending?  No upcoming events were 

noted.     
 

Upcoming Annual Meeting: Doug Rogers stated that our bylaws require us to hold an Annual 

Meeting in the first quarter of each year.  Upon motion made by Dave Manville and seconded by Lee 
Buhler, the Board agreed that the 2021 Annual Meeting will be held on February 25, 2021.  Agenda 
items will be electing Board members and officers, setting member dues, setting 2021 goals and 
ratifying the 2021 budget. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Lee Buhler displayed the SW Trails balance sheet, monthly income statement, 

2020 income statement and fund balances. The net asset balance is $31,681.  Doug Rogers, Lee Buhler 
and Hans Steuch will meet to create the 2021 budget.   
 

Membership:   Barbara Bowers, our Membership Chair for the last six years, announced her 

resignation from the Board.  She has truly enjoyed her time with SWTrails and personally thanked 
everyone for their contributions to the organization.  She will be greatly missed.  She reported that we 
had 38 new members in December.  Our current stats are: 78 members;  33 donors and 21 sponsors 
total of 132 members.   
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Social Media: Since Barbara Stedman, our Social Media Chair, was not in attendance, we do not have 

new social media figures at this time.   
 

Publicity:   Bill Gallagher stated that since SWNI staff has been laid off, he does not have an update of 

what is happening with their online publication, SWNews. However, the SW Community Connection 
will have an article in their next edition that he wrote which mentions SW Trails .   

 
Self-led Hikes Updates and Website Status:  Brian Brady provided an update as follows:     

--Regarding our website, he did not see any seasonal usage trends, but usage has steadily increased 
since the fall and we have more than 2000 visitors per month.   
 
--Our Self-Led hikes continue to be a hit with the community.  Brian is designing a new interface for 
these hikes – the PDX Hike Finder – which will make it easier to find a trail to hike and easier to locate 
maps and descriptions that go along with it.  Hike #30 will be published tomorrow, and we already 
have #31 and #32 in the works.  Guest Emily Pierce, who lives in the Sylvan Highlands neighborhood, 
offered to share some of her hiking routes with us as well.   
 
--Brian and Robin have been working on the posters for each trail, and they are close to completion.  
Brian will then be able to set up a “poster contest” so the public can vote on which poster they like 
best for each of the signed SW Trails.   
 
--Brian debuted a new promotional video he created which encourages the community to get involved 
with SWTrails.  We will brainstorm on the best ways to use this great 1.5 minute video.   
 

Guest speaker:   Scott Kocher, Attorney/Pedestrian and Bicycle law expert: Don Baack 

introduced Scott Kocher who is on the Board for Oregon Walks, a group that advocates for pedestrian 
rights.  One of Oregon Walks priorities is how to make pedestrian crossings in East Portland safer since 
this area, similar to SW Portland, lacks sidewalks or safe shoulders to walk along.  He used the example 
of how dangerous the crossing of SW 45th near the Presbyterian Church is to illustrate crossing 
problems in SW Portland.   
 
Scott described the speed setting rules in Portland and talked about what we could do to get speeds 
down, such as narrowing the road with striping on the sides (narrowing from 19’ to 18’ helps).  If we 
can get speeds down, it opens up the options for further traffic calming items such as benches and 
meanders.   
 
Scott displayed a chart on the legal issues for a trail crossing and described them.  Don said this means 
there are several crossings on the 4T where pedestrians do not have the right of way.  Scott said if 
SWTrails identifies our top 5 most dangerous crossings, he could arrange for us to attend Oregon 
Walks monthly meeting where they talk about crossing problems and perhaps they could help 
advocate with PBOT to fix these crossings.   
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Don said the SWNI Transportation Committee has invited Wendy Cawley and Eric Wilhelm to discuss 
traffic issues. Laura Campos said Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty talked about car-free zones and 
stressed the need for lower income people to have access to community areas such as this.   
 
Doug Rogers pointed out there are many narrow streets in SW Portland with no sidewalks.  He asked 
who has the right of way.  Scott said pedestrians are supposed to walk on the left but in many 
situations, that is not practical.  Doug said a lot of people in SW don’t walk because it is too scary and 
that PBOT has a responsibility to provide safety for all users. Doug asked about neighborhood 
greenway streets. Scott said by itself the designation does not do that much.  He said the greenway 
streets were originally designed for bikes and you need to follow up with diverters and traffic calming.   
Don asked about climbing lanes.  Scott said it makes sense for bikes and pedestrians to share the uphill 
side and have bikes share the car lane for the downhill. Scott thinks we should advocate for 20 mph on 
busy SW streets.  Unless we speak up, we won’t get slower streets. 
 
Don said he would like to slow traffic on Burlingame Avenue and put chicanes on it.  Scott said 
narrowing streets slows cars down.   
 
Scott agreed to be available for more questions from SWTrails in the future and provided his cell phone 
number 503.445.2012.  
 

Advocates Corner:   
--Trail #6 building plans and ODOT grant application progress:  The ODOT grant application for a 
section of Trail 6 is complete.  Deb Small has put a tremendous amount of work into this and she also 
thanked all others who contributed.  She indicated that our application is small fish for ODOT, and it 
may not be considered.  If nothing comes out of it, at least we have had a great exercise in describing a 
project and this will only help us down the road with the Hillsdale to Lake Oswego trail requests.   
 
--SW Whitaker vacation request:  Don Baack said he received a notice of a street vacation on Whitaker.  
Don suggested supporting it with the condition that they support any future pedestrian improvement 
on the segment.  Don made a motion to send a letter to PBOT in support of the vacation with the 
condition of support for future pedestrian improvements.   Deb seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
--Walk with Oregon State Parks staff over new trail route:  Don Baack, Bill Gallagher and Brian Brady 
are walking with Ian Matthews from Oregon State Parks on January 29 walk to discuss details of the 
OSP project and what they expect from SWTrails.  Don said he got a letter from Senator Wagner saying 
he is willing to help. 
 

--2 Year Plan needed to help PBOT focus on needs of SW Portland.  Doug Rogers said Jo Ann Hardesty 
was impressed with what SWTrails was doing.  Don will work on his thoughts for a two year plan for 
PBOT for SW Portland and share with everyone for comments.   
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Trail Maintenance Work Parties Update:  
--Maricara Natural Area:  Dave Manville and volunteers from the individual work program have been 
repairing, replacing and removing rails in the Maricara Natural Area.   
 
--Trail #6 SW Northwood Maintenance Project between Hessler & Westwood Drive:  Northwood runs 
along park-like land along a Columbia Land Trust property.  It was one of the first gravel projects 
SWTrails did years ago and that gravel has been moved around by water.  Don and Dave will mark the 
trail for ivy removal so they can excavate in order to re-route the water.  Gravel has been purchased 
and dumped at the lower end.  The gravel was paid for by a neighbor and he will send us a receipt for 
this transaction.  We will then send him a receipt for a donation to SWTrails.  Dave Manville displayed 
the Project Progress Checklist for T6 Northwood Gravel.  Deb moved to approve the project.  Barbara 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Deb moved to approve the updated 
checklist for additions made during the meeting.  Don seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously.  Don would like to put up a sign in this section to ask for donations for trail repair.   
 

Last Minute Announcements: Laura Campos shared that she received a $5,250 Metro grant for 

the Beaver Festival next fall.   

 
Next Meeting:  Scheduled for Thursday, February 25, 2021.    

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
--Respectfully submitted by Robin Wendlandt and Lee Buhler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


