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A Deeper Look
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Sellwood Ferry

For centuries, Pacific Northwest waterways have provided transportation routes.

Native Americans canoed up and down the rivers. European and American explorers in
canoes and sailing ships used the rivers to access the PNW interior. Oregon Trail
settlers rafted wagons and livestock from The Dalles to Portland. As Portland grew as a
manufacturing and transportation hub, the rivers were the link to the rest of the world.
Steam tugs moved large log rafts to the many area sawmills. Crossing rivers evolved
from canoes, to rafts, to historic ferries, connected by roads such as Taylor’s ferry

and now today’s modern bridges. Scan the QR code above to learn more.
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