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A Deeper Look

Survey Crew

The Land Ordinance of 1785 established the Public Land Survey System and organized
land into a system of square grids, usually measuring six miles to a side. Each square was
called a “Township,” and was further divided into thirty-six smaller 640-acre “Sections.”
Surveys of Oregon and Washington State used the point of the Willamette Stone in the
West Hills as their origin. All townships in Oregon and Washington are referenced by their
distance from that marker. Bureau of Land Management records show that what is now
the 19th Ave right-of-way began as the section line between two Donation Land Claim
properties, established in the mid-19th century. Scan the QR code above to learn more.

Photo Courtesy Oregon Historical Society, Research Library; June Drake Photographs, Org Lot 678; Box 45, No. 1527

More Info:
www.swtrails.org/hilo3

Regional Trail Partners:
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The HI-LO trail is a 6.3-mile walk between Hillsdale and Lake Oswego. You’ll
encounter forests, restored wetlands, a waterfall, and spectacular views. Parts of
the trail pass through residential areas, so be careful when crossing roads. You’ll
find cafés and eateries along the way.

Welcome to the HI-LO Trail

To Lake Oswego
5.6 miles

Follow the gravel path going south on 19th
Ave toward Barbur Blvd. This section of the
HI-LO trail connects unimproved streets and
improved trails through quiet neighborhoods
to stairs leading up to Barbur Blvd where you
will find the next map on your right.

To Hillsdale
0.7 miles

Go right along Capitol Hill Rd to the entrance
of Stephens Creek Nature Park, just past
17th Dr. Follow the HI-LO signs directing you
to the boardwalk and stairs. At the top of the
stairs is a wooden kiosk with the next map
and additional information.
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