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A Deeper Look
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More Info:

www.swtrails.org/hilo9

o

Iron Mountain Basalt Deposits

The Tryon Creek area has multiple types of basalt deposits including the Basalt of
Waverly Heights and the Columbia River Basalt Group. This drawing from an 1886 mining
report shows the ore bed at Iron Mountain, sandwiched between two layers of basalt.
Eons ago, the ore was deposited in a depression of volcanic rock and was later covered
by a lava flow. Afterwards the whole formation was tilted at an angle of about twenty
degrees. The ore was extracted by digging horizontal tunnels into the mountainside.
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